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Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Pipestone City Council was duly held in the Municipal Building at 6:30 p.m. on the 5th day of July 2016. Mayor Laurie Ness called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. Members present: Laurie Ness, Myron Koets, Jim Stout, Rodger Smidt, and Kyle Caskey. Absent: None. Others present: Deb Fitzgerald, Steve Weets, Joann Weets, Susan Wienands, Building and Zoning Official Doug Fortune, Recreation Director Stacy Claussen, Airport Manager Rob Dykstra, HRA Executive Director Tammy Manderscheid, Public Works Director Scott Swanson, Water/Wastewater Supervisor Joel Adelman, Cable Access Coordinator Steve Moffitt, City Administrator/City Attorney Jeff Jones and City Clerk Deb Nelson.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVE AGENDA – ADDITIONS, CHANGES OR DELETIONS

Councilmember Koets requested that the agenda be amended to include Item A under Executive Session, “Discuss the Possible Purchase of Property at 672 116th St, Pipestone”.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve amending the agenda to include Item A under Executive Session, “Discuss the Possible Purchase of Property at 672 116th St, Pipestone”.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Ness stated the Consent Agenda consists of the June 20, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes,
June 29, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes, and Payment of Claims – Listing of Bills and asked if there was any discussion regarding these items.

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of the following: June 20, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, June 29, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes, and Payment of Claims – Listing of Bills in the amount of $368,428.19 for warrants #051267 to #051391 to be issued in payment thereof.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

Susan Wienands, 901 8th Ave SW, stated due to the expenses with the lagoons, the proposed Water Treatment Facility and the Housing & Redevelopment Authority (HRA) operating at a deficit for 2015, she proposes that once any of the scattered sites and twin homes become vacant put them up for sale to put them back on the tax rolls. 

REPORTS OF STAFF PERSONNEL

Recreation Director Stacy Claussen requested to be first to report due to the impending bad weather. She reported that all programs have finished with the first session; the weather has been very good for the pool; they have sold 75 more pool passes than last year; and soccer started the end of July. City Administrator/City Attorney Jones asked Claussen to explain how she handles notifying everyone regarding bad weather. Claussen said that when they are aware of impending bad weather staff makes sure they have a phone number to contact parents regarding picking up their kids. She said no one leaves the Aquatic Center until all kids have been picked up. 

Airport Manager Rob Dykstra reported everything is going good at the airport; they have had 15 landings already in the month of July; hangars are full and with the closing of 15 hangars at the Lyon County Airport, he has many individuals looking for hangar space. He asked when the mill & overlay project would start with City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stating City Engineer Travis Winter will be confirming the start date with Rob.

Law Enforcement Sheriff Vreeman stated that he would like to thank Scott Swanson and his crew for the good job being done at the Hiawatha Pageant Grounds Park; they are making a lot of traffic stops; he shared information regarding pedestrians and crosswalks stating drivers must yield to pedestrians in the crosswalks; he has sent the grant for a resource officer at the school and they should find out in September if they are successful; he also summarized the 4-wheeler ordinance.   

Building and Zoning Official Doug Fortune reported that he has issued 93 permits this quarter with most of them being roofing, two new homes and an annual permit to Hocking International; he is working with Habitat for Humanity who is looking at two homes in Pipestone and they are looking for a building in Pipestone for a Re-Store; he is continuing with blighted properties with the demolition of the old Pepsi building slated for July 18th with the owner paying all costs; he has added another ten properties to the blighted property list; he will be recommending to the Planning Commission to opt out of the program for Temporary Family Health Care Dwellings; and he is doing a weekly column in the newspaper.

Public Works Director Scott Swanson reported we are averaging two rentals per weekend at the Hiawatha Lodge; they are spraying for mosquitoes Thursday nights at 8:00 p.m.; they will begin crack sealing once the weather cools down and he has two new employees starting July 11th. 

Cable Access Coordinator Steve Moffitt reported that summer is busy with taping and airing different events and he is currently looking for another individual to help with taping. Contact Steve if anyone is interested.

Water/Wastewater Supervisor Joel Adelman reported the peaks on his graph are heavy rain events; the monthly water flow has been consistent but they are treating more; they are anticipating flushing hydrants in July weather permitting; they are working on cleaning the proposed water treatment facility site; they are finishing up with spring discharging; pre-con meeting was held today at City Hall regarding the Highway 30 project. They are looking at starting the project July 11th with the project being done in two block sections. 

NEW BUSINESS

Nokomis Day Proclamation

Mayor Ness read and signed the Nokomis Day Proclamation proclaiming August 15, 2016 as Nokomis Day in Pipestone in celebration of the 45th anniversary of the Housing & Redevelopment Authority.
Consider Authorizing New Horizons to Store Grain at Pageant Grounds Parking Lot this Fall

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that New Horizons had contacted him requesting the use of the upper parking lot at Hiawatha Pageant Grounds Park to store grain as they have in the past. He said last year they paid $2,500 to the City for storing the grain.

Steve Weets, 618 2ND Ave NE, stated as a resident, he doesn’t feel the Hiawatha Pageant Grounds Park is the right place to store grain. The area where grain was stored last year looks terrible. There is a large grassy area that the grass has died and there is a strong moldy, mildew smell to the area. He felt New Horizons didn’t clean the area and felt if granted approval this year that a contract be developed that states they need to bring the area back to its original state.

Susan Wienands, 901 8th Ave SW, stated she owns property on North Hiawatha and she agrees with Mr. Weets.

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones shared he had received a call from a concerned citizen stating the same thoughts as Mr. Weets.

Mayor Ness thought that last year was the last year New Horizons would store grain at the park. She voiced concerns with the using the area for storing grain especially with Civil War days that is scheduled for August.

Councilmember Koets shared the National Monument has concerns with the number of deer around the area.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to table this item until the July 18th meeting to gather more information.

CLOSING COMMENTS

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that John Graupman with Bolton & Menk will be at the July 18th Council meeting to discuss options regarding the proposed water treatment facility. He said he hasn’t heard anything regarding a special legislative session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to close regular session.

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to enter into Executive Session to discuss the possible purchase of 672 116th St, Pipestone.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to close Executive Session at 7:25 p.m.

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to re-open regular session.

It was the consensus of the Council to give permission to Councilmember Koets to negotiate the purchase of the property at 672 11th St as discussed in Executive Session.
ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m.
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