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Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Pipestone City Council was duly held in the Municipal Building at 6:30 p.m. on the 18th day of July 2016. Mayor Laurie Ness called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. Members present: Laurie Ness, Myron Koets, Jim Stout, Rodger Smidt, and Kyle Caskey. Absent: None. Others present: Deb Fitzgerald, City Engineer Travis Winter, Tony Dykstra, Corey Popma, Ray Gonnerman, Building and Zoning Official Doug Fortune, Mark Moeller, Tony Dunn, Dennis Welu, Rhonda VanDeBrake, Librarian Jody Wacker, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Erika Volkir, Pipestone Chamber of Commerce Administrative Assistant Tom Steffes, Robert Buffington, Cable Access Coordinator Steve Moffitt and City Administrator/City Attorney Jeff Jones.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVE AGENDA – ADDITIONS, CHANGES OR DELETIONS

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that he would like to amend the agenda to include the addition of Resolution 2016-33 as item “E” under New Business.

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve amending the agenda to include item “E” under New Business – Resolution 2016-33.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Ness stated the Consent Agenda consists of the July 5, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, July 13, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes, Payment of Claims-Listing of Bills and the June 2016 Financial Reports and asked if there was any discussion regarding these items.

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of the following: July 5, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, July 13, 2016 Special Meeting Minutes, Payment of Claims-Listing of Bills in the amount of $575,649.00 for warrants #051392 to #051533 to be issued in payment thereof and the June 2016 Financial Reports.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

None.

REPORTS OF STAFF PERSONNEL

Tourism Director Erika Volkir reported that Watertower Festival was a great success. Upcoming events include: Heritage Fest – July 22nd – 24th; County Fair; Civil War Days – August 13th and 14th; and FastFest – August 20th. 

Bob Buffington, representing the Museum, reported that the museum renovation project is nearing completion, a new film reader is being installed, fundraising efforts were shared and attendance is up compared to 2015. 

Library Director Jody Wacker reported the library will be closed for annual cleaning in August; twelve new computers have been installed; the library is establishing a blog which should be in operation in August and they have had good participation in youth and adult summer reading programs. 

Senior Center Office Manager Lianne Buckmiller reported that the center is averaging 15 attendees per day; there are several upcoming events; and attendance is steady at senior dining.

Fire Chief Corey Popma reported that the new tanker truck paid by Rural Fire will be ready for October delivery and Pipestone is hosting the Southwest Minnesota Regional Fire Training session at Minnesota West Technical and Community College this year.

PUBLIC HEARING

Fiscal Year 2017 Budget

Motion was made by Koet, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to open the public hearing.

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated that this is part of the budget process and that he and City Treasurer Lenae Scholten will be meeting with Department Heads to review their proposed 2017 budget. He invited Councilmembers to attend. The proposed budget will be brought to the entire Council in September. 

No public comment was received.

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to close the public hearing.

LEGAL

Ordinance 91, Fourth Series

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated that the Minnesota Legislature had passed a law permitting temporary dwellings for family members. Building and Zoning Official Doug Fortune then addressed the Council regarding the new law. He stated that it was inconsistent with current City Code and would be difficult to enforce. On July 13th, the Planning Commission voted to recommend that the City opt-out of the law. Ones stated that Ordinance 91 would allow the city to opt-out of the Temporary Dwelling law. 

Councilmember Smidt introduced Ordinance 91, Fourth Series: AN ORDINANCE OPTING-OUT OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF MINNESOTA STATUTES, SECTION 462.3593.



ENGINEERING

Airport Mill & Overlay Project Schedule

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that the Airport Manager has expressed concerns about the timing of the mill & overlay project. He states that the current schedule will directly conflict with the spraying season which will impact airport fuel sale and sprayers who operate out of or use the airport. The options are:

· Maintain current schedule with a start day of July 25th; 
· Do not do the project this year and reapply for funding in 2017. City’s share will increase to 10% of project – it is only 5% this year.

Skip Moeller then addressed the Council. He stated that the time of the project directly conflicts with the aphid season. If spraying was not done, the adverse impact on crop production would be significant. 

Ray Gonnerman pointed out the potential loss of fuel sales as well as the loss to farmers. Tony Dykstra also stated the impact on the airport.

The Council discussed a different project schedule. City Engineer Travis Winter replied that the company was not able to perform the work at a later date. The Council requested the two bidders and their respective bids: 

· Central Specialities - $470,453
· Duininck - $559,850

Councilmember Stout stated that Pipestone is an agricultural community and the project should be delayed to accommodate spraying. 

Motion was made by Stout and seconded by Smidt to not proceed with the project on July 25th and approach the second bidder. Councilmember Caskey suggested a special meeting on July 25th to discuss options for the project. Upon roll call vote; Ayes: None; Nayes: Ness, Koets, Stout, Smidt, Caskey. Motion failed 0-5.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to not proceed with the project on July 25th and direct City Administrator Jones to develop an alternative plan.

OLD BUSINESS

Consider Authorizing New Horizon to Store Grain at Pageant Grounds Parking Lot this Fall

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated the Council had tabled action on the request by New Horizon’s to again use the Pageant Grounds parking lot for grain storage. Jones stated he had found two alternative locations with Dave Prins of New  Horizon’s. Mr. Prins then addressed the Council.

He stated that the two alternative locations were further from the elevator and that New Horizon’s would prefer to use the Pageant Grounds parking lot again. He stated that New Horizon’s had paid the City $2,500 for use of the grounds, had added gravel to the road and has made numerous contributions to the Community.

Mayor Ness stated that if the Council approved the request, she would want to see it be the last year for grain storage at the Pageant Grounds.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve New Horizon’s use of the Pageant Grounds for grain storage in 2016 and that a committee be formed to identify alternate locations for grain storage.

Councilmember Koets was excused at 8:00 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve of 1-4 Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for Jaycees for Pipestone County Fair

The Pipestone Jaycees are requesting a 1-4 Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License in conjunction with the County Fair August 3-6, 2016. All fees and paperwork were received.

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to approve the 1-4 Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License to Pipestone Jaycees.

Schedule Special Meeting for Monday, July 25, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.

Motion was made by Caskey, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to hold a special meeting on July 25th at 5:30 p.m. to approve the sale of bonds for the Highway 30 Project, review the updated Financial Plan and discuss the airport mill and overlay project.

Motion was made by Caskey, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to amend the main motion to hold the meeting at 6:30 p.m. instead of 5:30 p.m.

Resolution 2016-31

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated that an increase in water and sewer rates would be required to service debt for the Highway 30 project. This resolution would approve the needed rate increases. 

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 2016-31: A RESOLUTION ADJUSTING WATER AND SEWER SERVICE RATES FOR THE CITY OF PIPESTONE, MINNESOTA.

Resolution 2016-32

This resolution appoints election judges for the August 9, 2016 Primary Election and the November 8, 2016 General Election.

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 2016-32: A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE PRIMARY ELECTION OF AUGUST 9, 2016 AND THE GENERAL ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 8, 2016.

Resolution 2016-33

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated this resolution authorizes Ehlers to proceed to sell bonds for the Highway 30 Project and to refund 2007B, 2008A, 2009A and 2010A bonds at a total savings of $250,000.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 2016-33: A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF $3,850,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2016A.

COUNCIL LIAISON REPORTS

Heritage Preservation Commission Liaison Smidt reported that Greg Stanton is a new member of the HPC, the old Pepsi building is to be demolished this week and the Quarry Twin Theater has been condemned.

Planning Commission voted to recommend opting-out of the Temporary Dwelling law. 

CLOSING COMMENTS

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated that a special session had been agreed to in principle.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Caskey, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.


													
							Laurie Ness
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