										Pipestone, Minnesota
										November 7, 2016

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Pipestone City Council was duly held in the Municipal Building at 6:30 p.m. on the 7th day of November 2016. Mayor Laurie Ness called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. Members present: Laurie Ness, Myron Koets, Jim Stout, Rodger Smidt and Kyle Caskey. Absent: None. Others present: Executive Director of Southwest Regional Development Commission Jay Trusty, Recreation Director Stacy Claussen, City Engineer Travis Winter, Debra Fitzgerald, Rachel Kuiper, Cable Access Coordinator Steve Moffitt, City Administrator/City Attorney Jeff Jones and City Clerk Deb Nelson.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

APPROVE AGENDA – ADDITIONS, CHANGES OR DELETIONS

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that he would like to amend the agenda to add Item G under New Business “Schedule Special Meeting to Canvass Results of the Municipal General Election.

Motion was made by Caskey, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve amending the agenda to add Item G under New Business “Schedule Special Meeting to Canvass Results of the Municipal General Election.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor Ness explained the Consent Agenda contains the October 17, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes and Payment of Claims-Listing of Bills and asked if there was any discussion regarding these items.

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of the following: October 17, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes and Payment of Claims-Listing of Bills in the amount of $844,992.59 for warrants #052377 to #052505 to be issued in payment thereof.

COMMUNITY CONCERNS

None.

PRESENTATION

Jay Trusty, Executive Director, Southwest Regional Development Commission

Jay Trusty, Executive Director of Southwest Regional Development Commission (SRDC), gave a presentation on SRDC’s strategic planning process and their direction for the future. He stated SRDC’s mission is “Providing professional expertise and leadership to enhance regional opportunities” for Southwest Minnesota with their statutory purpose being “to work with and on behalf of local units of government to develop plans or implement programs to address economic, social, physical and governmental concerns”.  

He then shared the strategic planning process they used and how this process helped define and reinforce the goals for the region and the organization. 

LEGAL

Ordinance 92, Fourth Series

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones explained that at the October 17th meeting, the Council voted to terminate the Sidewalk Improvement District that was created by ordinance on August 6, 1984. This ordinance was prepared to rescind Ordinance 80, Second Series and will need to be introduced.  

Councilmember Smidt introduced Ordinance 92, Fourth Series: AN ORDINANCE TERMINATING ORDINANCE 80, SECOND SERIES WHICH ESTABLISHED THE SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT ON AUGUST 6, 1984.

ENGINEERING

Highway 30 Utility Improvements Project – Pay Request No. 4

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones shared that First Rate Excavate Inc. has submitted Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $1,011,220.91 for work completed on the Highway 30 Utility Improvement Project. City Engineer Travis Winter has reviewed the pay request and is recommending council approve the pay request. 

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Koets and unanimously carried to approve Pay Request No. 4 in the amount of $1,011,220.91 for First Rate Excavate Inc. for work completed on the Highway 30 Utility Improvements Project. 

Winter updated the Council on the project stating utility work is complete on the first three phases of the project; the first lift of paving has been laid with the second and third lifts to applied in the spring as requested by MnDOT; concrete work is still continuing with the last of the curbs to be poured by November 8th; and Highway 30 is scheduled to be open to the public by November 14th. 

Approve Bolton & Menk Proposal for Airport Parking Lot Expansion Project

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones explained that during the annual Airport Commission meeting which was held after the preliminary levy was adopted in September, expansion of the existing parking lot was discussed as the existing parking lot is not large enough to accommodate users of the Airport. He then shared a photo showing the project will expand the parking lot to the south and east of the existing parking lot. Estimated cost of the project is $246,310.00 (engineering included) with the city share being 5% or $12,315.00.

Councilmember Caskey asked when the project would start with City Engineer Winter responding in 2017. 
Councilmember Caskey said he is not comfortable with the project as it seems to have come from out of the blue and would not vote for it without more information.

Jones stated it would be necessary to submit the proposal to the FAA by the end of the month in order to get funding for next year. 
Motion was made by Stout and seconded by Koets to proceed with Airport Parking Lot Expansion Project. Upon vote taken; Ayes: Ness, Koets, Stout, Smidt; Nayes: Caskey, motion carried 4-1.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve Resignation of Stacy Claussen as Recreation Director

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that Recreation Director Stacy Claussen has submitted her resignation as Recreation Director effective December 9th as she has accepted a position with the City of Brookings South Dakota.

Councilmember Koets extended his congratulations to Stacy for being selected as the Recreation Manager for the City of Brookings and commended her for her 21 years of service with the City of Pipestone.

Jones shared that Stacy started when the Aquatic Facility was being built and the city had just paid the bond for the project. He said he enjoyed working with Stacy and she will be missed. He then asked for the Council’s permission to advertise for this position. 

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve the resignation of Stacy Claussen as Recreation Director and to begin advertising for the position.

Consider Approval of Hot Spot Historic Property Improvement Loan/Grant

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones shared Amy Balster, owner of the Hot Spot, has submitted an application for roof repairs to her building she owns at 223 West Main Street in Pipestone. The total cost of the project is $43,723.00 with a loan amount of $15,303.05; grant amount of $15,303.05 and owner equity in the amount of $13,116.90. All funds have been loaned out for 2016 but council has approved other projects utilizing Main Street funds. He said loan/grants approved to date have averaged $11,500.00 – this is a request for $30,606.00.

Mayor Ness asked if the Council could approve the request with payout in January in order to use funds that have been budgeted for in 2017.

Councilmember Stout asked if the Main Street Fund could be paid back with funds budgeted in 2017 with Councilmember Smidt responding that would probably be dependent upon when Ms. Balster would be doing the project. 

Councilmember Caskey reiterated his sentiments from previous discussions regarding revising the monetary structure of the existing program. 

Councilmember Koets called everyone’s attention to Item E under New Business – the purchase of Lots 14 and 15, Block 15 on Main Street.
Motion was made by Smidt and seconded by Stout to approve the Hot Spot application. Discussion then followed regarding amending this main motion to include “with funds payable January 2017”.

Motion was made by Caskey, seconded by Koets and unanimously carried to amend the main motion to include “with funds payable January 2017”. 

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve the Hot Spot Historic Property Improvement Loan/Grant application with funds payable January 2017.

Consider Approval of Plum Creek Library System Agency Agreement

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones explained the City has been a member of the Plum Creek Library System for many years. The Agreement is due to be renewed and among other things, it would require all members to provide “at least the minimum level of support certified by the Minnesota Department of Education”. He shared the city’s minimum level of support is $74,000.00 but the city has been budgeting $89,000.00 for the past several years. 

Councilmember Caskey stated Library Board members have no issues or concerns with the Agreement.

Motion was made by Stout, seconded by Caskey and unanimously approved to approve the renewal of the Plum Creek Library System Agency Agreement.

Consider Approval of Lutheran Social Services Senior Nutrition Program Site Use Agreement – 2017

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated the Lutheran Social Service Nutrition Program Site Use Agreement is approved on an annual basis and allows the Nutrition Program use of the facility kitchen/dining areas for January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 to be used as a nutrition site for seniors.

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve the Lutheran Social Services Senior Nutrition Program Site Use Agreement – 2017.

Consider Approval of Purchase of Lots 14 and 15, Block 15, Original Plat to Pipestone, MN

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones informed the Council that this property had been condemned by Building and Zoning Official Doug Fortune and the owners of the property realize the significant expenses that would be expended to bring the building to code. Therefore, they have agreed to allow the city to purchase the property for $500.00. 

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to approve the purchase of Lots 14 and 15, Block 15, Original Plat to Pipestone, MN for $500.00.

Resolution 2016-46

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones stated the City had received a donation in the amount of $7,159.09 from the Hiawatha Club to assist the city with improvements at the Hiawatha Pageant Park. He said the Hiawatha Club requests that the Hiawatha Pageant Park Commission decide how funds are to be used.

Councilmember Koets stated the Hiawatha Club wanted to close out their account prior to having to pay taxes. 

Motion was made by Koets, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 2016-46: A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATION. 

Schedule Special Meeting to Canvass Results of the Municipal Day General Election

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones said that it is necessary for the Council to canvass the results from the General Election of November 8th. Staff is recommending Monday, November 14th at 5:00 p.m.

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Stout and unanimously carried to schedule Monday, November 14, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. to canvass results from the Municipal General Election of November 8th. 

CLOSING COMMENTS

Councilmember Koets shared he had discovered that the brick façade on the property the city just purchased still contains original bricks from when it was first constructed in the 1800s.

Councilmember Stout reminded the audience to vote.

City Administrator/City Attorney Jones shared the Rec Center will be hosting an open house in honor of their 35th anniversary with coffee, juice, cookies and door prizes.

He stated this week will be the last week for leaf pick up. Public Works crews will start on the west side of town working east.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Caskey and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m.
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